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Pa.R.Crim.P. Chapter 2, Part A. SEARCH WARRANTS

Rule 202. Approval of Search Warrant Applications by Attorney for the Commonwealth - Local Option.

The District Attorney of any county may require that search warrant applications filed in the county have the approval of an attorney for the
Commonwealth prior to filing.

(a) 

Rule 204. Person To Serve Warrant.
A search warrant shall be served by a law enforcement officer.

Rule 205. Contents of Search Warrant.

Each search warrant shall be signed by the issuing authority and shall:

(1) specify the date and time of issuance;

identify specifically the property to be seized;(2)  

name or describe with particularity the person or place to be searched;(3)

direct that the search be executed either; (a) within a specified period of time, not to exceed 2 days from the time of issuance, or; 
(b) when the warrant is issued for a prospective event, only after the specified event has occurred.

(4)  

direct that the warrant be served in the daytime unless otherwise authorized on the warrant, PROVIDED THAT, for purposes of the 
 Rules of Chapter2, Part A., the term "daytime" shall be used to mean the hours of 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.;

(5)  

designate by title the judicial officer to whom the warrant shall be returned;(6)

certify that the issuing authority has found probable cause based upon the facts sworn to or affirmed before the issuing authority by written
affidavit(s) attached to the warrant; and

(7)  

when applicable, certify on the face of the warrant that for good cause shown the affidavit(s) is sealed pursuant to Rule 211 and state
 the length of time the affidavit(s) will be sealed.

(8)  

Rule 206. Contents of Application for Search Warrant.

(1)  

(2)  

(3)  

state the name and department, agency, or address of the affiant;

identify specifically the items or property to be searched for and seized;

name or describe with particularity the person or place to be searched;

Each application for a search warrant shall be supported by written affidavit(s) signed and sworn to or affirmed before an issuing authority, which
affidavit(s) shall:

identify the owner, occupant, or possessor of the place to be searched;
specify or describe the crime which has been or is being committed;

set forth specifically the facts and circumstances which form the basis for the affiant’s conclusion that there is probable cause to believe
 that the items or property identified are evidence or the fruit of a crime, or are contraband, or are or are expected to be otherwise
 unlawfully possessed or subject to seizure, and that these items or property are or are expected to be located on the particular
 person or at the particular place described;

(4)  
(5)  

(6)  

if a “nighttime” search is requested (i.e., 10 p.m. to 6 a.m.), state additional reasonable cause for seeking permission to search in 
the nighttime; and

(7)  

when the attorney for the Commonwealth is requesting that the affidavit(s) be sealed pursuant to Rule 211, state the facts and
 circumstances which are alleged to establish good cause for the sealing of the affidavit(s).

(8)  

Rule 208. Copy of Warrant; Receipt for Seized Property.

A law enforcement officer, upon taking property pursuant to a search warrant, shall leave with the person from whom or from whose
 premises the property was taken a copy of the warrant and affidavit(s) in support thereof, and a receipt for the property seized. A copy 
 of the warrant and affidavit(s) must be left whether or not any property is seized.

If no one is present on the premises when the warrant is executed, the officer shall leave the documents specified in paragraph (a) at a conspicuous
    location in the said premises. A copy of the warrant and affidavit(s) must be left whether or not any property is seized.

Notwithstanding the requirements in paragraphs (a) and (b), the officer shall not leave a copy of an affidavit that has been sealed 
 pursuant to Rule 211.

(a)   

(b)   

(c)  

Rule 209. Return with Inventory.

An inventory of items seized shall be made by the law enforcement officer serving a search warrant. The inventory shall be made in the 
 presence of the person from whose possession or premises the property was taken, when feasible, or otherwise in the presence of
 at least one witness. The officer shall sign a statement on the inventory that it is a true and correct listing of all items seized,
 and that the signer is subject to the penalties and provisions of 18 Pa.C.S. Section 4904(b) - Unsworn Falsification to Authorities.
 The inventory shall be returned to and filed with the issuing authority.

The judicial officer to whom the return was made shall upon request cause a copy of the inventory to be delivered to the applicant for the
       warrant and to the person from whom, or from whose premises, the property was taken.

When the search warrant affidavit(s) is sealed pursuant to Rule 211, the return shall be made to the justice or judge who issued the warrant.

(a)   

(b)   

(c)  

THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER SHALL MAKE ALL RETURNS TO THE ISSUING AUTHORITY
DESIGNATED ON THE SEARCH WARRANT.
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